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The Honorable Sac BZll10n
Cha.:irman
!:P,etH)' ,a,/ld Commcroe Committee
U.S. trouso of Representatives
Wuhlogtol\, D,C. 20515

The Honol1lblo John Dlnllo!l
. Rankins M...bor

EntrlD' and COfmnefallll Committee
U.S. House o(Representative,
Wasbu,RtQn. D.C. 2051S

DI:AI" M" Chairman and Mr. DingllJl:
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I understand. that some Members of Congress have suggel1'ld (1!qwrlJlS l;ab1l; and $oIl.tetnit..t
companics. to sell "ASic r:able notwcrk, au .a. "hannel~y oho'lU1e1, or "ala C8rtl!!," b8.!lis.
On the IIUTfacel this idea sounds appealmg, but a deeper Jook can only lead to the
~l'lclus:iDn that a I" carte plloka~n8 and pricin.or; ofprogramming would ha.ve a chiDing
etr", "" programming divenily In America.

Ethnic and rntnortty popula.tions in tbo U,S, ,rc c.ewtoly und.lrterve4 by television's
current offerings, and many opinions leaders hlVe- caUed on media busln~!Ses to gener'&Uc
mort' channel!'! to SeNe audiences ofAfri~¥Americlt\.S,Hispanics, Asian,. and other
ethnic groups. While 'OIDe pr0gIeS5 is being msde in this area, the imposItion Uriln a~
cartt {)ticins model. lam told. should bring those efrorta to a sc.reec:hins halt. Networks
that servo diverse. minol'lty ud muhilinsull interest:! WQuJd never have been launched in
An G1a~e worll1.

To ruch the audIence to whieh lhir: programming is directed, ea.hle cha.nnels net:UlO be
part of\1Ade1y distributed "'010 or sa'tlllitc: tiers. Sc\;L1nng d'lis kind ofcamage - with the
potentlal ad\o'erdstng bll&is it proVides. - eltows a. ftetwo~k tD l1ieU M.tional ;dvenislng. 'This
aQ nNenu~ along with the reasonable fcc5 our c.hannel!l must ciwge cable oompAn'ie, for
carriage, allowll us to provido hlm.~Quaiity programming.

Ifcable and satellite companies sen channels a la cane. it wou!d iMttntly erode potential
at1vcnlsing suppon., rort;ins networks thnt ~1IlI"Y. rninorit.)I itlvemnents 10 dramatically
incrl;BSe the. pec-subs.criber fee dlarged, Uhlrnately, subsc;:riben would find themsel....es
payins: about the same arr..oun1 - and p0.5Slbl)' more - for ju!t a handful of chznnr:l!.
rather than having hund1'tdSl~ whIeh to enc;osf, as mey do 'QMy.

"Making Jackson Tht Best 0/ The Ne., SVllfl,"



in Its comprehetlsive report an cable 'Pricing released I~ fall, the (jenera! Aac.ountlnS
Of'fil.:C concJUded: "1fcshle subKtious were 1I11cwd to choose network$ on 1l1.1.a. Cline
basi~ the. economics aftne cable indusU)' could be ahertd, Ind ifthi' were to oCCllt, it is
possible (hal cable fltes could a:::tuall)l increase f'ttr some C1lSl0mers..··

Got or lhlt sreAI ~tomises ofcable is dm with its mulli-channa uriiveTSoe, wb!«iben: ean
no, nnly ha"" prosranvnins de>igoed for them. but eo lmve the ability to &lwo othor
cultures, commullides. stylei Md viewpoints. The Imposition ofala cane would
drU\illAU)' maca, ifnot ~limina.teentir~y, thit opportUnity.

A In cane is • ch~~it case of a solution far WOrse ;hao th.e perceived problom. those who
promote mon: diversity in today's me~ marketplace would do it a lotal disgcrvice by
supporting or votinij for a It carte requircmc:nts.

en aCthe Hol.1S~ Energy and Commerce Committee
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